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M He press ed his friends to consult their safety by a timely 
flight; they tınanimously refused to desert or survive their 
beloved master, and their courage was fortified by a fervenl 
prayer and the assurrance of Paradise. 

On the morning of fatal day he mounted on the horee back 
with his eword in one hand the Quran in the othe. His generous 
band of martyrs consisled only of thirty two horse and forty 
foot." (Gibbon: Decline and Fall of Roman Empire, p. 228.) 
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(^A4^/ < ^^£1 ı-J i Jl> Ј£) (^ғУГј ; 4/ ) 

«^ 

(jr,jı>/n) 

Ј> £ ıt/'Jij >_./- > ,*** jfı ХЛ? /1} 

Hussaln marched with his llttle company not to the 
glory.not to power or wealttı,but to a supreme sacrıfice and 
every mamber of that gallnat band,male and femate, knew that 
the foes around were lmplacabte,were not onty ready to fight 
but to kill.Denied even water for the children,they remain 
parched undor a buming sun,amid scorching sands,yat no one 
faltered for a moment, but bravely faced the geatest odds 
wrthout flinching." (Dr.K Sheldrake) 
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‘ f The glory of nıartyrdorn superseded the righl of 
primogeniture, and the twelve Imams or pontiffs are Ali, Hassan 
.Hussaİn and Lhe line of descendants of Hussain to the ninth 
generation. Without arms or treasures.or eubjects, they 
successively enjoyed the veneralion of the people and 
provoked the jealousy of the reigning caliph. Their names were 
often the pretence of seditioıı and civilwar.But these royal 
saints despised pomp of the world, submitted to the will of God 
and the in- justice of man aııd devoted their innocent lives to 

the study and praclice of religion' 1 

(Gıböon: Decline and Fall of Roman Empıre p. 289J 
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The Night of Iflartyrdon 

Ву the Late Shrimati Sarojini Na id u 

Black-Robed.bara footed,with dim eyes that rain 
Wild təars in memory of thy woeful plight 
And hands that in blind,rhythmic anguiah smrte 
Their blood-atalned boeoms to a sad refraln 
From the old^agnting legend of thy paln 
Thy votaries mourn thee thro the tragic night 
With mystic drrge and mekancholy rKe 
Crying to thee Huaaainl Ya HııssaiM 
Why do thy myraid lovere so lament,$weet Saint? 

Js not thy matchless martyrtıood The living benner and brave covenant 
Of the high creed,lhy Prophet did proclarm 
Bequeathing Гог the wolrld'a beaütude 
Thy* enduring loveliness of Allah'a пашө? 

(Pubüshed in Nizami Jantri, 1950, Lucknow) 
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